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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

receiving a finrt signal from a local d t m oc ; 

nnn v o rrina said fu u l d m \ f 0 Q f u , t h a w m i r port pa u La J[Uu jiffld ^ ^ 
local data signal port; and 

transmitting a eaki first network port packet data signal to a first remote device 
over a network connection; 

receiving a second network port packet d ata signal from t he first remM* 
comprising a busy signal and the address of „ s ^ nd remote on the n^n* 

2-4. (canceled) 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: . 

receiving a acoond not-work port paolcot data afruul ■ sa id second network port 
packet data signal comprising a busy signal indicating that said first remote device is 
busy, and an address of a second remote device on said network connection, said second 
remote device being serviced by said first remote device; 

transmitting a third network port packet data signal to said second remote device 
requesting status information of said first remote device; and 

receiving a fourth network port packet data signal from said second remote 
device, said fourth packet signal comprising said status information of said first remote 
device. 
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6. (currently amended) Thn m othnd of u l u im I f ml k u A method comprising: 

receiving a first network port p a cket data si gnal from » *W r emote rfevW- 
receiving a second tJwd network port packet data signal from a second remote 

device while receiving said first ****** netw&rk port packet data signal from said first 

remote device; 

sending a third fert network port packet data signal to said second remote 
device, said third fewfe network port packet data signal comprising a busy signal and an 
address of said first remote device on said network connection. 

7-9. (canceled) 

1 0. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 0, wh uc in. An apparatus comprising: 
a first port tq transmit a first network port narfo* signal to fl first r emote fay 
said acoond port further o o mpiij c a a second port to receive a second network port 
packet data signal, said second network port packet data signal comprising a busy signal 
indicating that said first remote device is busy, and an address of a second remote device 
on said network connection, said second remote device being serviced by said first 
remote device. 

said first port plurality of circuit components further comprises a first port 
plurality of circuit compon e n t s to transmit a third network port packet data signal to said 
second remote device requesting status information of said first remote device; and 
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said first port further comprises a first port to receive a fourth network port packet 
data signal from said.second remote device, said fourth packet data signal comprising 
said status information of said first remote device. 

1 1. (currently amended) The apparatuo of c laim 9, wh oio im An apparatus comprising: 
• a first port to receive a first network port nacket sip nal frnm fl w f r mote devi . Rft , 
m iri th i rd port furth er uu mp i i^a a second tod port to receive a second 
network port packet data signal from a second remote device while receiving the first 
seeend network port packet data signal from said first remote device; 

said first port aooond plurality of circuit oomp u n mL i further comprises a first port 
ocoond plurality of circuit comp o n uu m to send a tod fesrth network port packet data 
signal to said second remote device, said thM &w* network port packet data signal 
comprising a busy signal and an address of said first remote device on said network 
connection. 

12-15. (canceled) 

16. (currently amended) The otora&o medium of claim 12, wherein jjqid cxooutiu& 
inotructiono further operate to A storage mediu m having stored therein a p r.rn.1ity nf 
machine executable instructions, wherein when e xecuted. » p ft ry e to transmit « fir** 
network port packet data signal to a first retrmt* ^^y^ a second netwo± ^ 

packet data signal, said second network port packet data signal comprising a busy signal 
indicating that said first remote device is busy, and an address of a second remote device 
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on said network connection, said second remote device being serviced by said first 
remote device, transmit a third network port packet data signal to said second remote 
device requesting status information of said first remote device, and receive a fourth 
network port packet data signal from said second remote device, said fourth packet signal 
comprising said status information of said first remote device. 



17. (currently amended) The storage muli nm o f rlo im 15, wh uo in M 



executing 

i ni t iati ons f m lliu upuulu t o A storage meHi.m, h™ ng stored tWn «, ^,,-,1:^ ?f 
machine executable instructions wherein w h m »v^t ed. n nmta tn ^.v- „ ^ 
network port packet data signal from a first ^ ~~: rA „ f]li|J netwoik 

port packet data signal from a second remote device while receiving said first seeend 
network port packet data signal from said first remote device, and send a third fewfe 
network port packet data signal to said second remote device, said third fewfe network 
port packet data signal comprising a busy signal and an address of said first remote 
device on said network connection. 

18. (canceled) 

1 9. (new) A method comprising: 

transmitting a first network port packet data signal to a first remote device over a 
network connection; 

receiving a second network port packet data signal from said first remote device 
including status information of the first remote device; 
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receiving a third network port packet data signal from a second remote device 
requesting said status information of the first remote device. 

transmitting a fourth network port packet data signal comprising said status 
information of the first remote device to the second remote device. 

20. (new) The method of claim 19 wherein said status information of said first remote 
device includes at least one of: busy status, ink level, paper level, print head temperature, 
and toner level. 
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